Proposed New Regulation

THE CITIZENSHIP (SPECIAL NATURALIZATION) REGULATION, 2026
Statutory Instrument No. ___ of 2026

In exercise of the powers conferred on the President by section 27(a) of the Sierra Leone Citizenship Act, 1973 (Act No. 4 of 1973), it is hereby prescribed as follows:

1. Citation and Commencement
This Regulation may be cited as the Citizenship (Special Naturalization) Regulation, 2026, and shall come into operation on the date of its publication in the Gazette.

2. Interpretation

In this Regulation, unless the context otherwise requires:
"The Act" means the Sierra Leone Citizenship Act, 1973;
"The Program" means the Government of Sierra Leone's GO-FOR-GOLD Permanent Residency & Special Naturalization Initiative, governed by the GO-FOR-GOLD PROGRAM executed with official program partners;
"Special Naturalization" means the acquisition of Sierra Leonean citizenship in accordance with this Regulation;
"Economic contribution" means payment of the prescribed program fees into an official account of the Sierra Leone Government in accordance with the terms of the Program;
"GO-FOR-GOLD PROGRAM" means the foundational contract signed between the Government of Sierra Leone and authorised program partners establishing the GO-FOR-GOLD Permanent Residency & Special Naturalization Initiative.

3. Special Naturalization Procedure

(1) An applicant who satisfies the criteria under this Regulation shall be eligible for citizenship of Sierra Leone by way of Special Naturalization.
(2) An application under this Regulation may be submitted and processed entirely offshore, including all stages of assessment, verification, and certificate issuance.

4. Application of Second Schedule Waivers

For the purposes of this Regulation:

(a) Section 2(b) of the Second Schedule to the Act shall be deemed to apply mutatis mutandis to all applicants under this Regulation, and shall automatically waive the requirements of:

   (i) section 1(a) (residency requirement); and

   (ii) section 1(b) (employment or business activity requirement), as conditions precedent for naturalization.

5. Presumption of Negro-African Descent

(1) All persons applying under this Regulation shall be deemed to be of Negro-African descent for the purposes of the Act.

(2) This presumption shall be applied consistently in the administration of all relevant provisions of the Act and its Schedules and reflects the spirit and intent of the amended 2021 Citizenship Act.

6. Due Diligence Requirement

(1) All applicants shall undergo and satisfactorily complete the due diligence process as defined in the Program, as administered pursuant to the GO-FOR-GOLD PROGRAM.

(2) No application shall proceed to final approval without formal confirmation of due diligence clearance from the designated authority under the Program.

(3) Official GO-FOR-GOLD PROGRAM partners are authorised to serve as Referees and Certificators of copy documents under the Program.

7. Economic Contribution

(1) A person shall not be eligible for Special Naturalization unless they have made the qualifying economic contribution to Sierra Leone, as specified in the Program guidelines.

(2) The contribution shall be paid into an official account designated by the Government of Sierra Leone and shall be non-refundable upon the grant of citizenship.

(3) Where an application is refused prior to the grant of citizenship, the contribution shall be refunded, less any administrative fees, in accordance with published guidelines.

8. Oath of Allegiance and Declaration of Status

(1) No Certificate of Naturalization shall be issued under this Regulation unless the applicant has first taken the Oath of Allegiance in the form set out in the First Schedule to the Act.

(2) In addition to the Oath of Allegiance, every applicant shall submit a Declaration in writing to the Minister under section 9 of the Act confirming that:

   (a) they are a person of independent means, financially self-sufficient, and in possession of sufficient financial resources, assets, or income in the region of USD1 million to maintain themselves and reside in Sierra Leone;

   (b) they shall not engage in employment or have recourse to public funds within the Republic.

(3) The Declaration referred to in sub regulation (2) shall be in a form prescribed by the Minister and shall accompany the final application dossier prior to issuance of the Certificate of Naturalization.

9. Grant of Citizenship

(1) Upon satisfaction of all requirements under this Regulation, the Minister shall cause to be issued a Certificate of Naturalization, duly signed by the President.

(2) Such Certificate shall have the same legal effect as if granted under section 8 of the Act.

(3) Pending issuance of the Certificate of Naturalization under sub regulation (1), a Letter of Naturalization issued by the Chief Immigration Officer shall constitute interim official confirmation of the grant of citizenship.

10. Administrative Directions by Chief Immigration Officer

(1) The Chief Immigration Officer may, with the approval of the Minister, issue such administrative directions, or supplementary guidelines as may be necessary for the effective implementation of this Regulation.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of sub regulation (1), such directions may relate to:

   (a) procedures for offshore processing of applications;

   (b) verification of due diligence and eligibility documentation;

   (c) issuance of the Letter of Naturalization;

   (d) standardized forms for the Oath of Allegiance and Declaration of Financial Means;

   (e) any other operational matter necessary for the smooth execution of the Special Naturalization process.

(3) All directions issued under this Regulation shall be published by notice in the Gazette or in such other publicly accessible electronic or administrative medium as the Minister may designate.

11. Transitional Provisions

(1) Any application received under a prior policy or administrative practice consistent with the principles of this Regulation shall, upon commencement of this Regulation, be treated as valid and processed under its provisions.

12. Revocation

The Minister may revoke citizenship granted under this Regulation if it is established that it was obtained by fraud, misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts.

13. Reconsideration of Refusals

An applicant whose application is refused may, within 30 days of notification, submit a written request for reconsideration to the Minister, who shall exercise discretion in accordance with the Act and this Regulation.

Made this ___ day of ________, 20  .
BY HIS EXCELLENCY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE


President of the Republic
